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Leopard Forest opened in the  
Summer of 2025 at the Nashville Zoo
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FINAL INSTALLATION

The exhibit included 4 all new interpretive stations, with beautiful graphics, 
compelling videos, and inviting tactile & interactive elements.
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These interpretive stations served as the main  
content hubs for both the Leopard Forest exhibit and 
larger Africa: Living in Balance exhibit. They provided 
centralized locations for communicating the big idea 
of the exhibit — that the needs of both people and 
wildlife must be met for all species to thrive.
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Three of the stations featured interactive tables that 
helped visitors explore primate sounds, rhino horns, 
leopard patterns, and more. 
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The beautiful exhibit is the end result of 
a comprehensive development and design 
process that spanned well over a year. 
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NNaasshhvviillllee  ZZoooo  aatt  GGrraassssmmeerree  
AAffrriiccaa  iinn  BBaallaannccee  EExxhhiibbiitt  

  
EExxhhiibbiitt  BBrriieeff  ||  TThheemmee  SSttaatteemmeennttss  ||  IInntteerrpprreettiivvee  PPllaann  

Draft Date: August 28, 2023 | Gecko Group 
 
This document represents the first phase of our interpretive design process and includes the 
exhibit brief, main message, and exhibit themes.   
 

The overall purpose of the exhibit brief is to document the  
1) project statement of purpose,  
2) characterization of audience, and  
3) general approach and intended outcomes. The Exhibit Brief will clarify the 
underpinnings that will guide the rest of the exhibit process.  

 
The main message is a single, clear sentence that captures the “main message” that the 
exhibit should communicate to all visitors.  This main message will be the shaping force 
and selective filter that will guide the development of exhibit themes and subsequent 
deliverables. This can also be called the central theme. 
 
The exhibit subthemes are a short outline of several key themes that will recur 
throughout the exhibit. These may become specific exhibit components or may simply 
reflect a guiding perspective throughout the development process. 

 
 
Sign off on these ensures that we are all on the same page and ready to move ahead with shared 
assumptions to further development of storyline, content, and interpretive planning. 

11 
 
 

Conservationists have been working diligently on a recovery program for the Southern White 
Rhinoceros that has seen this population grow from less than 50 rhinoceros in the early 1900s to 
around 18,000. Unfortunately, poaching has reduced these numbers by 15% from 2012 to 2017 
since the value of their horns has increased on the black market. They are easy targets in open 
habitats, even in protected areas like Africa’s Kruger National Park. The Nashville Zoo actively 
supports White Rhinoceros conservation by establishing guard posts, developing rapid response 
teams, and supporting intelligence networks. The new guard posts and housing for the ranger 
staff have made significant progress in specific critical areas. To better assist these staff members, 
new digital radios have been purchased to enhance the deployment of those units. 
 
Species: Southern White Rhinoceros, Ceratotherium s. simum, (IUCN: Near Threatened, CITES I) 
Project Location: South Africa 
Participating Institutions: N/A 
 
Intro Text 

Heading: Africa in Balance 
 
Body Copy:  Africa is a diverse continent made up of awe-inspiring lands, amazing 
species, and remarkable people with rich cultures. As humans needs grow, we expand 
into new places. Often, these places were home to wildlife. To ensure the beauty of 
Africa’s varied landscapes survives, we must meet the needs of all living things, not just 
our own.   
 

 
Infographic with Geopolitical Map 

 

THE PROCESS BEGINS

We start development with information gathering, stakeholder  
engagements, and a lot of research. This helps us create our  
foundational elements: visitor outcomes, experience goals,  
and perhaps most importantly, the Main Message. 

The awe-inspiring  
land, amazing species,  
and remarkable  
people throughout Africa  
are intertwined;  
only by living in  
balance can all thrive.

EXHIBIT MAIN MESSAGE
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NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTJune 17, 2024 21NZ5303 1

tent

tent

WATER HOLE

FALLEN TREE CROSSING

AREA 100

AREA 500

AREA 400

AREA 300

AREA 200
SCALE 1” = 20’

Concrete Paving Path

Boardwalk Path

Shade Structure

Viewing Shelter

Seating

Animal Viewing Areas

101_Title/Donor

102_Sculpture_DeBrazza 103_Sculpture_Klipspringers

104_Serpentine_Feature Donor Wall

202_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(install in concrete hardscape
5” base OK)

204_Station_1_Balance

204_Station_1_Title

204_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(mount to concrete hardscape
5” base OK)

204_PR1 Binoculars
(install on existing paving)

205_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(install in earth)

205_Station_2_Savanna

105_Sculpture_Impala

203_GR1_SpeciesID_Hog
(install in earth)

206_GR1_SpeciesID_Hog
(install in earth)

201_SP1_Intro
(install in Whole Trees Posts)

TREE
SEAT WALL

301_Sculpture_Tree/Leopard

301_LF_Title/Donor
(install in earth) 302_GR1_SpeciesID_DeBrazza

(install in concrete in front of rock
with 5” base OK)

303_GR1_SpeciesID_DeBrazza
(install in concrete hardscape
5” base OK)

305_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(install in earth)

304_Station_3_Forest

402_GR1_Topic_SSP
plus donor
Julia Carell Stadler
$325,000
Viewing Platform/1 Leopard
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to decking with 3” base
BLOCKING NEEDED)

401_GR1_SpeciesID_Leopard
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to decking with 3” base
BLOCKING NEEDED)

402_GR2_Topic_Melanism
PLUS 403_Donor
David and Lucinda Baier
$575,000
Viewing Building/1 L
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to concrete floor with 3” base)

403_GR1_SpeciesID_Leopard
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to decking with 3” base
BLOCKING NEEDED)

404_GR1_SpeciesID_Colobus
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to decking with 3” base
BLOCKING NEEDED)

501_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(mounts over pavers into 
‘v’ shaped wood supports
behind it with brackets)

502_GR2_SpeciesID_Hyrax
(mounts in front of rock work on to 
concrete floor with 5” base)

502_GR3_SpeciesID_Klipspringer
(mounts in front of rock work on to 
concrete floor with 5” base)

506_Station_4_Grassland

506_Station_4_Title

507_GR1_SpeciesID_Rhino
(mounts in concrete hardscape
with 5” base) 503_GR1_SpeciesID_Giraffe

(mounts in soil)

504_GR1_SpeciesID_Giraffe
(mounts in concrete hardscape with
5” base)

503_Sculpture_Adult Giraffe

503_Sculpture_Baby Giraffe

Binoculars
(mounts over pavers)

Binoculars

Donor TBD

205_Station_2_Title
Donor TBD

304_Station_3_Title
Donor TBD

Donor TBD

REQUIRES ZOO TO ADD BLOCKING
BENEATH THE DECKING

302_Donor
DeBrazza Habitat Donor
$1,200,000 
No Donor Yet

401_Donor
The Reed Family
$500,000
Elevated Boardwalk
(install in earth) 402_Donor

Speer Foundation
$1,000,000
Viewing Building - Naming Rights
(install on boardwalk 5” base OK
BLOCKING NEEDED)

404_Donor
Dottie Frist
$1,200,000
Colobus Habitat
(install on vertical Whole Trees post
and bolt to decking with 3” base
BLOCKING NEEDED)

501_Donor
Frist Foundation
$1,500,000
Klipspringer/Hyrax Habitat
(install on concrete floor with 5” base)

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

NIC

406_Donor
Mary and Larry Wieck
$250,000
Leopard Crossing
(install on scenic concrete rock work)

405_Donor
Sohr Foundation
$1,500,000
Leopard Habitat 
(install inside building at viewing window  
- install on concrete hardscape with 5” base)

Site Location Plan

© Gecko Group 2024
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Site Location Plan

Leopard Forest

A unique challenge for this exhibit 
was its placement within a larger  
existing exhibit. 

While the original scope of work was isolated to the newly built 
spaces (within the yellow circle here), we felt strongly that  
creating a cohesive experience across the entire area would  
be more beneficial to the visitor experience and telling  
a more comprehensive story.

Areas 100 and 200 included a new entry experience 
for Africa: Living in Balance as well as new  
signage for species within that area. This choice led  
to the development of the 4 interpretive stations  
(red squares on plan) that became the interpretive 
centers of the exhibit experience.
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© Gecko Group 2022

NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTMarch 2, 2023 21NZ5303 5

Spotting scopes for distance views of rhinos and gira
es

boardwalk graphics

whole trees 
sign posts

infographics and
beauty photos

sculptural letters

listen

hands-on interactivity

look

touch

Interpretation

© Gecko Group 2022

NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTMarch 2, 2023 21NZ5303 4

INTERTWINED

balanced

majestic

SAVANNA

GRASSLANDS
FOREST

Mood

Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance

Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance
Africa in Balance

TYPE

ACIER BAT - VARYING STYLES - HEADLINES AND CALLOUTS

NEUE HAAS GROTESK DISPLAY PRO - VARYING WEIGHTS - SUBHEADS, BODY COPY AND CAPTIONS
WEATHERED CORTEN STEEL SCULPTURES AND PIERCED PANELS, CERAMIC TEXTURED TILES, 
PAINTED METAL, WHOLE TREES POSTS WITH THATCHED ROOF, DIRECT EMBED GRAPHICS

TYPE TREATMENTS - Layered font styles and color shifts

COLOR PALETTE

MATERIAL

ZOO LOGOS

AfricaAfrica

© Gecko Group 2024

NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit Interpretive Graphics
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTMARCH 4, 2024 21NZ5303 1

CONCEPT DESIGN

Our creative team works together to begin 
defining the look of the exhibits, pulling 
together mood boards, providing inspiration 
imagery, and creating a style guide. 
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This area overlooking the rhino enclosure provided  
a great place for spotting scopes, enabling visitors  
to zoom in on these remarkable animals. 
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© Gecko Group 2024

NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTJanuary XX, 2024 21NZ5303 58

1/4” aluminum Direct Embed 
or other graphic mounts on top
with cleats

1/4” weathered corten 
steel panel with pierced
elements

cleats

SIDE ELEVATIONFRONT ELEVATION

Pierced weathered steel panels support the graphic ID labels

Signs will install in a variety of locations - soil, decking, concrete
Footing and attachment details to be developed by fabricator

Pierced details will reveal what
is behind the sign and will not
be white

Pierced patterns will align with
ID patterns from the 3 exhibit
areas

1/4” weathered corten 
steel mounting plate bent at
base of sign.
Weld vertical to ID sign base
and screw into foundation.
All to match weathered finish.

AMUR LEOPARD
Panthera pardus orientalis

HABITAT 

TEMPERATE AND MIXED FORESTS

LIFESPAN

10-15 YEARS

DIET

DEER, BOAR, RODENTS

Leopards are found in a wide range of habitats throughout 
Africa and Asia. From desert regions and grasslands to 
mountains and snow-covered areas, the nine subspecies 
of leopards can live in a range of climates.     

LEOPARDS IN DANGER
All leopards are threatened with extinction. The Amur leopard is the most 
endangered of all the leopard subspecies, with fewer than 100 animals 
left in the wild. They are poached for their beautiful fur.      

Southeastern Russia 
and Northern China

RANGE

R U S S I A

C H I N A

Nakhodka

Russia
Vladivostok

LEAST
CONCERN

DATA
DEFICIENT

NOT
EVALUATED

NEAR
THREATENED VULNERABLE CRITICALLY

ENDANGEREDENDANGERED EXTINCT
IN THE WILD

AMUR LEOPARD
Panthera pardus orientalis

HABITAT 

TEMPERATE AND MIXED FORESTS

LIFESPAN

10-15 YEARS

DIET

DEER, BOAR, RODENTS

Leopards are found in a wide range of habitats throughout 
Africa and Asia. From desert regions and grasslands to 
mountains and snow-covered areas, the nine subspecies 
of leopards can live in a range of climates.     

LEOPARDS IN DANGER
All leopards are threatened with extinction. The Amur leopard is the most 
endangered of all the leopard subspecies, with fewer than 100 animals 
left in the wild. They are poached for their beautiful fur.      

Southeastern Russia 
and Northern China

RANGE

R U S S I A

C H I N A

Nakhodka

Russia
Vladivostok

LEAST
CONCERN

DATA
DEFICIENT

NOT
EVALUATED

NEAR
THREATENED VULNERABLE CRITICALLY

ENDANGEREDENDANGERED EXTINCT
IN THE WILD

When possible we could
put additional bracing/
bracket on the back of 
the signs and connect to 
existing wood viewing rails

1'-0 1/2"

2'-5 1/2"

4'-6"

Animal ID Signage
SPECS

SCHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT

Visualizing key elements is critical to ensure all  
stakeholders are on board and in agreement on  
design approach. To achieve this, we create detailed 
renderings and full-size mock-ups and printouts. 
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Millions of acres of forest are being 
cut down. They are cut for fuel, to make 
room for agriculture, and to make way 
for housing and roads.

E�orts are underway to work with local 
communities to ensure they can meet the 
needs of their families and protect their 
neighboring forests. 

of wood harvested in 
Africa is used for fuel 
in heating and cooking. 

Approximately

90%90%

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
cectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

Mountain gorilla in Rwanda 
Volcanoes National Park

saving 
Africa’s 
FORESTS 

New advances in woodless 
stoves and solar stoves can 
reduce the demand for firewood. 
This helps people provide food 
for their  families while keeping 
the forest intact. 

The forests in Africa are critical 
to the health and well being of 
African people and wildlife.

Cooking without wood.

Protecting forests protects species.

Planting the future.

Nashville Zoo purchases and serves 

“Rainforest Alliance Certified” co�ee, 

grown in East Africa.

Look through your pantry to see if there 

are any sustainable swaps you can make. 

Restoration can only succeed 
by involving communities and 
giving them the chance to use 
their traditional knowledge”
 Daniel Kobei, Ogiek Peoples’ Development Program

We can all help!
Making informed decisions about 

how things are produced and where 
they come from can help keep 

communities  in balance.

Gorilla

T R O P I C A L
R A I N F O R E S T

Over 1/5 of the land 
in Africa is covered
by forests.

Rainforests are found on the western 
coast and in Madagascar. More arid, 
deciduous forests grow in the central 
regions of the continent.

African forests are home to thousands 
of di�erent animal species.

S A V A N N A
W O O D L A N D S

Sausage
tree

baobab trees

Leopard

De Brazza’s
Monkey

Chimpanzee

A F R I C A

Vulture

Colobus
monkey

Okapi

African
Forest elephant

Gorilla

Boomslang
Snake

Forest elephants 
are smaller than their 
savanna cousins

Okapi are relatives
of gira
es that
adapted to live
in the forest.

Gorillas spread seeds
through the forest
as they travel.

Forest 
Dwellers The Nashville Zoo supports the 

SAVA Conservation Project. SAVA 

works to protect the 107 di�erent lemur 

species in Africa. They focus on 

preserving the natural environment 

as a key to their success. 

Protecting Forests 
Helps Species

There are 1.5 billion acres of forest in Africa, 
that's larger than everything west of the 

Mississippi River in the US.

Colobus monkeys are able to eat leaves 
that are toxic to other monkey species.

De Brazza’s monkeys eat primarily 
fruits from surrounding trees.

The Congo River Basin is sometimes 
called the "lungs of Africa." The area 
absorbs more carbon than it emits, 
helping to slow climate change. 

The Congo River Basin's forests are home 
to over 10,000 plant species.

The flora supports around 400 mammal 
species, 1,000 bird species, and 

700 fish species. 
The area is home to more than

75 million people.

Image from SAVA will need to 
get high res, permission and 
write caption.

�������

Baobob Tree

make into infographic

make into infographic

African leopards are strong 
climbers, spending most of 
their time in trees.

Baobob Trees can live
for up to 5,000 years.

make into infographic

Stats on cooking with solar and other 
alternative fuels sources TBD

make into infographic

Protecting lives and livelihoods.

When leopards attack livestock, the people who rely on 
their herds retaliate. Initiatives are underway to build better 
corrals to prevent leopard attacks. These corrals protect 
the livestock and the livelihoods of the local herders. 

Local people are employed 
to make ceremonial clothing 
from faux leopard fur. 

Saving leopards and traditions.

Leopard fur, with its beautiful patterns, has been used 
for ceremonial clothing for many di�erent cultural groups. 
A program called Furs for Life creates high-quality 
ceremonial faux furs for local communities. This keeps 
both the important traditions and the leopards alive. 

���������
��������

Living 
with 
leopards

Africa is home to 
approximately 
700,000 leopards. 

Leopards are skilled predators found 
in 35 African countries. When they live 
close to human communities, they will 
sometimes attack livestock. 

Many herding communities depend solely 
on their livestock. The loss of any animals 
threatens their ability to support their families. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laori.”
Someone from Panthera

�����


DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

We work closely with fabricators to ensure all elements  
meet everyone's expectations. During Design Development, 
we create extremely detailed plans that show every element 
from every angle. We also define materials and finishes. 
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STORYBOARDS R2

STATION 3

STORYBOARDS R2

STATION 3

STORYBOARDS R2

STATION 3

STORYBOARDS R2

STATION 3

Design Development is also when the copy created first in 
Word documents begin to come to life in stunning graphic 
panels, infographics, and sometimes even media pieces. 
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Nashville Zoo takes great pride in their conservation work,  
both onsite and in the wild. We created a branded design  
to highlight these conservation stories throughout the Zoo.  
The many Zoo-supported Africa conservation programs  
were featured throughout the exhibit stations. 
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While the larger stories were told within the interpretive 
stations, it was important to have species-specific  
information where visitors would see those species. 
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The design approach for the physical elements of the  
exhibit incorporated a mix of materials and textures  
to create a rich visual landscape. 
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We delight in seeing our designs match up 
seamlessly with the finished built product. 
Here, the entry threshold to Leopard Forest  
is shown in design and in final installation. 
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We created a donor recognition design that 
complemented the interpretive elements and 
blended wonderfully with the exhibit. 
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Our favorite projects are ones with productive  
collaborations with other creative people and firms.  
For this exhibit, we were able to collaborate  
with two remarkable artists to create stunning  
installations that elevate the visitor experience.
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ARTISTIC FEATURE

We had the pleasure of collaborating with Australian artist 
Matt Hill who created a whole menagerie of corten animals 
that would enhance the environment and delight the visitor.
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ARTISTIC FEATURE

We were also fortunate to collaborate with ceramic artist 
Rhoda Kahler on the creation of a stunning ceramic mural 
wall, as well as ceramic donor recognition elements. 
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It is important for us to offer multiple gateways for  
visitors to connect with the content. Including hands-on, 
touchable elements is a great way to activate engagement 
and create memorable experiences.
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COMPONENT ID COMPONENT DESCRIPTION Area ID Component CodeCOMPONENT TYPEComponent NumberREF PAGE # DESCRIPTION Approved by ClientSIZE (IN) = WSIZE (IN) = HSIZE (IN) = DSIZE (IN) = Diam.Column10OUTPUT TECHNIQUE MATERIAL/SUBSTRATEFINISH MOUNTING QUANTITYNOTES MOS PRICING
_0 NZ - Africa Leopard Forest
304_GR23

Pierced Graphic 304

GR

Graphic

23

34,35 Pierced Corten Panel

16 10 1/2 1/4

Water Jet Cut Corten Steel

Oxidized 
Metal 
matte 
clear 
coat

In Grid 1

304_GR24 "Living with Leopards" Graphic 1 304 GR Graphic 24 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 40 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR25 "Living with Leopards" Graphic 2 304 GR Graphic 25 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 40 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR26 Graphic 304 GR Graphic 26 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 10 3/8 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR27 Graphic 304 GR Graphic 27 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 10 3/8 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR28 Graphic 304 GR Graphic 28 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 17 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR29 Graphic 304 GR Graphic 29 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 15 7/8 21 7/8 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_GR30

Pierced Graphic 304

GR

Graphic

30

34,35 Pierced Corten Panel

16 10 1/2 1/4

Water Jet Cut Corten Steel

Oxidized 
Metal 
matte 
clear 
coat

In Grid 1

304_GR31 Graphic 304 GR Graphic 31 34,35 Direct Embed Graphic 32 7/8 10 3/8 1/8 Direct Embed Aluminum Matte Adhesive/VHB 1 Please price ‘ImageLoc Gopher Sign’ as 
an alternate to Direct Embed

304_SP2 Touchable Faux African Leopard Fur 
Frame 304 SP Special/ Other 2 34,35 Touchable Faux Faux Leopard Fur 

in Metal Frame
16 10 1/2 TBD Faux Fur TBD 1 Fur samples provided by the Zoo

304_AV4 Tablet 304 AV Audio/Visual/Mu
ltimedia 4 34,35 TBD 1

304_AR3

Tablet Housing 304

AR

Architectural/ 
Built

3

34,35 Metal Monitor Shroud

16 12 1/4 1 7/16 Painted 
Metal w/ 
Matthew
s Super 
clear 
coat

In Grid 1

304_AR3 Table 304 AR Architectural/ 
Built

3 32,36 Fabricated Table 48 27 1/2 30 3/4" Plywood table 
surface Table base 1 NOTE: Power required in floor. Power 

provided by client
304_AR2 Table Base 304 AR Special/ Other 2 Real Tree Base 27 Real Tree 1 Provided by client - NIC
304_GR32 Table Graphic 304 GR Graphic 32 32,36 Direct embed pan graphic 48 27 1/2 3 Direct Embed Aluminum 1
304_PR1

Replica African Leopard Skull 304
PR

Prop
1

32,36 Skull Mounted to Table
TBD TBD TBD

To Table 1
Skulls Unlimited - 
https://www.skullsunlimited.com/products/r
eplica-african-leopard-skull-bc-060

304_PR2
Replica African Leopard Tooth 304

PR
Prop

2
32,36 Tooth Mounted to Table

TBD TBD TBD
To Table 1

Skulls Unlimited - 
https://www.skullsunlimited.com/products/c
opy-of-replica-african-leopard-skull

304_GR33 Flip Panel Graphic 304 GR Graphic 33 32,36 Fabric Flip Panels on Hinge 4 6 Double sided to material Durable Heavy canvas 
with stitched edges TBD 1

304_GR34 Flip Panel Graphic 304 GR Graphic 34 32,36 Fabric Flip Panels on Hinge 4 6 Double sided to material Durable Heavy canvas 
with stitched edges TBD 1

304_GR35 Flip Panel Graphic 304 GR Graphic 35 32,36 Fabric Flip Panels on Hinge 4 6 Double sided to material Durable Heavy canvas 
with stitched edges TBD 1

304_AV5 Push Buttons 304 AV Audio/Visual/Mu
ltimedia

5 32,36 Illuminated Suzo-Happ push buttons 1 To Table 4 Suzo-Happ

304_AV6 Speaker 304 AV Audio/Visual/Mu
ltimedia

6 32,36 Embedded Speaker TBD TBD TBD To Table 1

304_AV7 Player 304 AV Audio/Visual/Mu
ltimedia

7 32,36 Brightsign TBD TBD TBD To Table 1 Brightsign - Model TBD by fab

304_PR1 Ceiling Fan 304 PR Prop 1 Ceiling Fan 52 1 NIC - Power Required
305_0 Area 305 - Rhino 4 Species ID 305
303_GR1

Species ID Backer - Rhino 4 303

GR

Graphic

1

47,48,49 Pierced Corten Backer

12 1/2 54 1/4

Water Jet Cut Corten Steel

Oxidized 
Metal 
matte 
clear 
coat

TBD 1

303_GR2 Species ID - Rhino 4 303 GR Graphic 2 47,48,49 Direct Embed Graphic 12 1/2 29 1/2 1/4 Direct Embed Aluminum Cleat 1
_0
_0 Area 400: Leopard / Colobus #UNPARSEABLE
401_0 Area 401 - Leopard 1 Species ID 401
401_GR1

Species ID Backer - Leopard 1 401

GR

Graphic

1

47,48,49 Pierced Corten Backer

12 1/2 54 1/4

Water Jet Cut Corten Steel

Oxidized 
Metal 
matte 
clear 
coat

TBD 1

401_GR2 Species ID - Leopard 1 401 GR Graphic 2 47,48,49 Direct Embed Graphic 12 1/2 29 1/2 1/4 Direct Embed Aluminum Cleat 1
402_0 Area 402 - Topic SSP 402
402_GR1

SSP ? 402

GR

Graphic

1

Pierced Corten Backer

12 1/2 54 1/4

Water Jet Cut Corten Steel

Oxidized 
Metal 
matte 
clear 
coat

1 More details to come

402_GR2 SSP ? 402 GR Graphic 2 Direct Embed Graphic 12 1/2 29 1/2 1/4 Direct Embed Aluminum Cleat 1 More details to come

© Gecko Group 2024

NASHVILLE ZOO | Leopard Forest Exhibit
211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester PA 19380
610-430-0305 DATE PROJECTMarch 7, 2024 21NZ5303 15

Station Graphic Walls
TYPICAL DETAILS

1” x 3” painted 
metal frame

1/8” painted metal 
backer panels inset 
into frame

1/8” graphic sized 
1/16” smaller on 
all sides to fit into 
frame

Secure frame to tree 
posts using modest 
and secure attach-
ments

32” Sunbrite Monitor 
and housing. Power runs 
to monitor locations by 
others - NIC

Brightsign media player 
as required

Note:
Power /junction boxes and runs to general monitor location provided 
by others. Fab to coordinate with on-site location to determine final 
connections and fishing through frame

Monitor housing lockable 
access door

Monitor housing painted 
to match frame. Proper 
ventilation and clear-
ances required

1/8” graphic sized 
1/16” smaller on all 
sides to fit into frame. 
Secured using double 
sided VHB tape

Pierced corten pan 
panels secured from 
real to frame. No backer 
required to allow for 
light to come through

Type B graphic wall 
shown

Real wood tree posts by others - NIC

1” x 3” painted metal frame

1/4” painted metal backer panels 
inset into frame behind all graphics

TECHNICAL DRAWINGS AND BID DOCUMENTS

Once the design is finalized, we create technical drawings 
that can be used for bidding the project and communicating 
with the chosen fabricator. This ensures that everything  
can be created to match the design direction. 

DATE JOB#

 

211 West Chestnut Street
West Chester,  PA 19380
610-430-0305

1
© Gecko Group 2023

21NZ5303 
NASHVILLE ZOO  |  GRAPHIC WALL DETAILS

10-19-23

Graphic Wall Details

8”-10” diam. real tree 
trunk structural posts 
(above roof structure not 
shown

1/8” thick direct embed 
graphic panels inset into 
frame and secured with 
3M VHB adhesive tape 
to backer panels

1/8” thick pierced pat-
terned Corten panels set 
into frame. Pattern TBD

1/8” aluminum panels 
inset and welded into 
frame. Ground and 
smooth joints. Painted 
finish

1/8” thick direct embed 
graphic panels inset into 
frame and secured with 
3M VHB adhesive tape 
to backer panels

1/8” thick bent Corten 
panels set into frame 
and secured to frame 
using countersunk 
security hardware. Paint 
to match

Method of securing 
frame to tree trunks TBD

Secure to ground using 
best practices

1” x 3” aluminum square 
channel construction. 
Painted finish

Note:
Graphic panels are sized 1/16” smaller than frame opening 
to aid in installation and replacement
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We know visitors are excited to see the various animals 
when they come to the Zoo. Through that enthusiasm, we 
aim to engage visitors in learning and caring more about 
the species on view and their wild counterparts. 
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AN ARTISTIC APPROACH TO INTERPRETIVE DESIGN AND LEARNING

The Main Message of this exhibit centered on the idea 
of balance. Just as we need balance between the needs 
of people and the needs of animals for them to thrive, 
exhibits must balance the needs of visitors with the 
needs of the institution. The best exhibits are those that 
excite and engage visitors, providing answers to the 
questions they have about what they are seeing, and 
providing context for why they should care. Achieving 
these goals helps the Zoo fulfill its mission to not only 
steward the species in their care, but also educate  
their visitors about the importance of those species.  
And our roles in their survival.   

A Look Inside the Process  
of Creating Leopard Forest
at the Nashville Zoo
This multi-species exhibit featured brand-new exhibit spaces 
and species alongside revitalized and renewed exhibits. 

Gecko Group’s scope of services included:
Exhibit Design, Visitor Evaluation, Interpretive Planning,  
Content Development, Label Writing, Graphic Design,  
Multimedia Design & Production, Bid Package Development,  
Project Management & Installation Oversight,  
Donor Program Design


